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The Rosary prayer
What is the Rosary?1
The Rosary, says Pope St. Pius V, is an easy way to pray to God, within
everyone’s reach and of incomparable piety. It consists in the reciting of
fifteen decades of Ave Maria, each preceded by the Pater noster, and in
meditation on the fifteen mysteries of our holy religion, which represent
the life, the passion and the glory of Our Lord Jesus Christ 2.

Its heavenly origin
Tradition, confirmed by many Popes since Leo X († 1521), states that the
Rosary was instituted by St. Dominic in the 13 th century, under the inspiration of Our Lady3.
No one among Christians can be ignorant of how St. Dominic […] by
the exposition and preaching of the admirable and holy mysteries of our
divine religion has, in these places [Languedoc] filled with the darkness
of error, rekindled the torch of truth. […] The prayers that Saint
Dominic, guided and helped by God, first composed in honour of Mary
were rightly called the Rosary4.
In fact, there are several testimonies of the practice of the Rosary among
Dominican religious as early as the 13th century, but also, for example, as early as
1234 in the Rule of the Beguines of Ghent, for whom the Preachers provided spiritual direction5.

The Rosary leads to a true Christian life
Daily prayer of the Rosary leads the soul to true Christian life and even to
holiness. “Thanks to this devotion, says the holy Pope Pius V, the faithful
suddenly turn into different people2.”
First of all, the Rosary nourishes the theological virtues. Through meditation
on the mysteries, it deepens faith, elevates the spirits to the truths revealed by
God, giving the soul a clear view of the world. The joyful mysteries make us discover, through the purest gaze of Our Lady, the mystery of God’s merciful love in
the Incarnation of the Word. Through the living memory of the passion and sor1 In

the Middle Ages “Rosarium” signified a flower bed planted with rosebushes. A wreath of
flowers, called a “chaplet”, was often worn as a headdress. From the medieval meaning, an adaptation was made to the Rosary: each Pater et Ave is thus like a flower that springs from the soul to
form a garland placed on the Virgin’s forehead. The Rosary thus appears as the crown of Mary.
2 Saint PIE V, Bulle Consueverunt of September 17th, 1569.
3 See in particular the encyclical of LÉON XIII, Supremi apostolatus, 1 September 1883, in: Le
saint Rosaire, Enseignements pontificaux et conciliaires, Paris, Desclée & Cie, 1966, n° 23.
4 LÉON XIII, Apostolic Letter Parta humano generi of 8 September 1901.
5 Father Denys MÉZARD O. P. reports many other testimonies in his book: Étude sur les
origines du rosaire, Caluire, 1912, available on the site http://www.liberius.net.
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rows of Our Lord and Our Lady, he inflames charity and gives courage to carry
the cross. By showing us in the glorious mysteries, the heavens open and the
eternal goods, the Rosary revives hope, curbing the inordinate appetite for
earthly goods.
Secondly, the Rosary possesses a unique power of intercession:
As we continue our meditation in the company of the Virgin, we raise
up through her Immaculate Heart an ardent supplication to our Father
in Heaven, sustained by the unfolding of the Hail Marys; a supplication
of the utmost righteousness and humility: pray for us poor sinners; a
supplication which embraces our whole life to the last breath: now and
at the hour of our death6.
The Rosary is comparable to the oxygen tanks that allow the diver to stay underwater for a long time without drowning: it allows the Christian to live in the
midst of the world without suffocating.
The Rosary is the communion of the whole course of the day, the evening communion which translates the morning communion into light and
fruitful resolution. It is not just a series of piously recited Hail Marys, it is
Jesus reliving in the soul through Mary’s maternal activity7.

Actuality of the Rosary
In the Middle Ages, the knights who went on crusades to the land of the
infidels never parted from their swords. Here below, especially in these
times of legalized apostasy and immorality, the Christian is always exposed
to losing his faith and virtue. The Rosary is an effective weapon to defend
oneself. Pope Leo XIII declared:
Among individuals, families and nations where the practice of the
Rosary has remained in honour, there is no need to fear that ignorance
and harmful errors will destroy the faith8.
And Sister Lucy of Fatima:
“That we recite the rosary every day.” Our Lady repeated this in all
her apparitions, as if to warn us against these times of diabolical disorientation, so that we may not let ourselves be deceived by false doctrines
and so that, by means of prayer, the elevation of our souls to God may
not be diminished9.
The power of the Rosary should not be underestimated in the struggle to
defend Christianity. The first fruit of the Rosary was the victory of the Cru6 Father

R.–Th. CALMEL O. P., Le Rosaire de Notre-Dame, Jarzé, DMM, 1976, p. 5.

7 Father M.–E. VAYSSIÈRE O. P., quoted in: Marcelle DALLONI, Le Père Vayssière, Paris, Alsatia, 1958, p. 165.
8 LÉON XIII, encyclical Magnæ Patris, 7th september 1892.
9 Sister

LUCIE, quoted in Fr. FRANÇOIS de Marie-des-Anges, Fatima, joie intime, événement
mondial, Saint-Parres-lès-Vaudes, La Contre-Réforme Catholique, 1993, p. 164.
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saders in Muret against the Albigensians on September 12 th, 1213. While Simon de Montfort was fighting at the head of 1,500 crusaders, St. Dominic,
withdrawing into a church, implored Mary’s help, and he obtained it. The
army of the 30,000 men of Raymond of Toulouse and the King of Aragon
was defeated. Later, the Rosary warded off the Protestant peril and the
threat of a Turkish invasion of Europe: the victories of Lepanto on 7 October
1571, of Vienna on 12th September 1683, of Peterwardein in Hungary on 5 th
August 1716 were all due to the prayer of the Rosary. Finally, in the 20 th century, several nations – Austria in May 1955, Brazil in March 1964 – were
saved from communism.
Our Lady of Fatima has indicated the Rosary as one of the two last remedies in
the world for our times10. It is thus that it depends on Christians, by their response to her request, to obtain the salvation of the world. It is an urgent appeal!

The Confraternity
Its founding and restoration
The Confraternity of the Rosary, declares Pope Leo XIII, was instituted with the aim of engaging many faithful, united in fraternal charity, to celebrate the praises of the Blessed Virgin Mary and to seek her
protection through the recitation of the Holy Rosary 11.
According to several testimonies12 and the tradition of the popes13, St.
Dominic himself is the founder.
In the 15th century, the Dominicans Alain de La Roche, in Douai, and
Jacques Sprenger, in Cologne, renewed the Brotherhood of the Rosary. Catholic families began to gather in the evenings to pray the rosary; chapels
were also built for this purpose. Members often wore a rosary publicly on
their belts as a spiritual weapon14.

of Sister Lucia with Father Augustin Fuentes, December 26 th, 1957 – “[Our Lady]
said, both to my cousins and to myself, that God gave the two last remedies to the world: the
Holy Rosary and devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and since these are the last two
remedies, that means there are no others.”
11 LÉON XIII, Constitution Ubi Primum from 2nd Octobre 1898.
12 See Father Donald H. CALLOWAY, Champions of the Rosary, Stockbridge, Marian Press,
2016, p. 43. As early as 1221, we have testimonies certain of its diffusion.
13 Pope Clement VIII, in an apostolic letter of 1601, seems to allude to the foundation of the
first confraternity in the church of Saint Sixtus in Rome, in 1216. See also: LÉON XIII, encyclical Augustissimæ Virginis, 12th September 1897, EPS n° 207.
14 Saint Francis de Sales wrote to Saint Jane Frances de Chantal on October 14 th, 1604: “Wear
the rosary, either at the belt or otherwise, as a sign of your desire to be the servant of our Sa viour and his holy Mother”.
10 Interview
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Precious spiritual benefits
Special protection of the Blessed Virgin
In addition to the preservation of the faith, the growth of all the Christian
virtues, involvement in the Confraternity considerably strengthens Marian
life. Our Lady favours those, who solemnly profess to be her children, on entering the Fraternity.
Participation in the prayers of all the associates of the Rosary
The Brotherhood is a community of prayers and merits, a spiritual society of mutual help. The prayer of the associates is therefore particularly effective. Supported by the grace and virtues of the saints to whom we are
united, we obtain in their consideration what our prayers alone could not
deserve. Each bead of our Rosary recited in this way should therefore appear to us to be charged with collective prayers, the benefits of which we
reap by adding our own, however imperfect it may be.
Each of the partners contributes little to the common treasury, but
receives a great deal. [...] Every member who follows the rules of the
Confraternity and carries out the recitation of the Rosary, gathers together for his intentions all the members of the society, who then return
to him, multiplied, the same charitable office15.
This participation extends to the deceased members, who benefit from
the prayers of the living members.
Indulgences
If privileges, graces and indulgences make a confraternity commendable, it can be said that the confraternity of the Rosary is the most commendable of the Church, since it is the most favoured and enriched with
indulgences, and there has hardly been a Pope since its institution who
has not opened the treasures of the Church in order to gratify it; and as
example is more persuasive than words and benefits, the Holy Fathers
could not have done more to mark their esteem for this holy fraternity
than by associating themselves with it16.
Here are the main indulgences attached to the Confraternity17:
❀ Plenary Indulgence, on the day of reception in the Confraternity.
❀ Indulgence of seven years and seven quarantines18 for each week that
they have recited the entire Rosary.
LÉON XIII, Constitution Ubi Primum from 2nd October 1898.
Saint Louis-Marie GRIGNION DE MONTFORT, The Secret of the Rosary, 30e rose.
17 Letter from Cardinal GOTTI, Prefect of the Congregation of Indulgences and Relics, establishing an Official Summary of Indulgences granted to all the faithful for the devotion of the Rosary, August 29, 1899.
18 According to the common opinion, the days indicated refer to the remission of sentence obtained in the early Church through canonical public penance of the corresponding duration.
15
16
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❀ Plenary Indulgence on the Feast of the Annunciation if, having confessed
and taken Communion, they recite the Rosary.
❀ Plenary indulgence once a month to those members who, every day for a
whole month, make a half-hour or at least a quarter of an hour of mental
prayer on the day - chosen by them - on which they receive the sacraments
of Penance and of the Eucharist.
❀ Indulgence of a hundred days each time they do a quarter of an hour of meditation.
❀ Indulgence of sixty days each time confreres perform an act of charity or piety.
At the hour of death
❀ Plenary indulgence to be applied with the common formula by a priest,
even outside confession, to those confreres who have habitually recited the
Rosary each week.
❀ Plenary Indulgence to those holding a blessed candle of the Rosary19,
provided they have recited the entire Rosary at least once in their lives.
❀ Plenary Indulgence for those who receive the Sacraments of Penance and
of the holy Eucharist.
❀ Plenary indulgence if, with feelings of contrition, they invoke the Most
Holy Name of Jesus, at least with their hearts if they cannot do so verbally.
❀ Plenary indulgence if, having received the sacraments of the Church, they
profess the faith of the Roman Church, recite the antiphon Salve Regina and
commend themselves to the Blessed Virgin.
Since 1969, all that remains is a plenary indulgence to be earned each
day by the uninterrupted vocal and communal recitation of a rosary, together with meditation on the mysteries 20. It is, however, permitted to believe that God continues to grant the benefit of previous indulgences, since
the reason for the present reduction seems to be strongly related to ecumenism, since the ancient discipline was violently attacked by progressive
prelates during the fourth session of the Council.
The general conditions required to obtain a plenary indulgence, indicated in the deed of concession itself, are generally the following:
1. Confession and Communion. When confession is prescribed, it may be
made within eight days before or after the day fixed for the gain of the indulgence. It is not required of those who usually confess twice a month or receive Holy Communion at least five times a week, but the state of grace is
necessary. Communion may be taken the day before the day fixed for the indulgence or during the entire octave. A single communion – or confession –
is sufficient to gain several indulgences.
19 It

is useful to bless candles in honour of the Rosary to place them, if possible, in the hands
of dying confreres so that they will be supported by the Blessed Mother.
20 Manual of Indulgences from 1999, Concession nr 17.
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2. A visit to a church or public oratory, with at least the general intention of
honouring God in himself or in his saints, and praying at least mentally.
3. When indeterminate prayers for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff 21
are prescribed, they must be recited vocally. It is sufficient to recite a Pater,
Ave and Gloria, and the faithful are permitted to choose other formulas according to their devotion. (Canon 934 §1).
On the other hand, plenary indulgence can only be gained if the soul is
detached from the slightest venial sin. If someone does not win it entirely, he
wins it in part, according to his dispositions.
Participation in the spiritual goods of the Order of Preachers
The Order of St. Dominic has always considered the Confraternity of the
Rosary as a sister and therefore wanted to share fraternally with it the benefits of its spiritual patrimony.
Every associate who recites the entire Rosary once a week is admitted,
during his life and after his death, to participate in the prayers or satisfying
works performed by all the religious men and women of the Order of Saint
Dominic22. It is in this sense that the confreres of the Rosary have taken part
in the Masses, prayers, preaching, studies, vigils, abstinence, fasts, penances,
sacrifices, etc., of the Order since its foundation in 1216.

Conditions for belonging to the Confraternity
1. You must be inscribed in the register of the Confraternity, indicating your
surname and first name. All the living baptized may be registered, including
children who have reached the age of reason.
2. The confreres should recite the entire Rosary once a week, meditating on
the fifteen mysteries as much as they can. This obligation is not under penalty of sin, but those who omit it lose participation in the spiritual benefits
indicated above.
3. It is recommended that the Rosary be recited with rosary beads, that are
blessed with the formula proper to the Order of Preachers, which is also
found in the Roman ritual. It is, in fact, a Sacramental, the use of which involves particular graces evoked in this formula. Every priest has the power
to make this blessing.
These intentions are: the exaltation of the Holy Church, the eradication of heresies, the
propagation of the faith, the conversion of sinners, peace and concord among Christian
princes. It is not necessary to know these various intentions. It is enough to want to unite
with them, at least by implication.
22 Four General Masters of the Order of Friars Preachers: the Reverend Bartholomew
Comazio in 1484, Joachim Torriani in 1487, Seraphim Cavalli in 1573 and Joseph-Marie Larroca in 1890, expressly declared it.
21
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“Pope Leo X says that this brotherhood was founded in honour of God and the Blessed Virgin as a wall to stop the evils
that were going to befall the Church. Gregory XIII says that
the Rosary was given from heaven as a means to appease
God’s anger and to implore the intercession of the Blessed
Virgin. Julius III says that the Rosary was inspired to open up
Heaven more easily for us, through the favours of the Blessed
Virgin. Paul III and Blessed Pius V declare that the Rosary was
established and given to the faithful to procure rest and spiritual consolation more effectively.
Who would neglect to enter a brotherhood instituted for
such noble purposes?1”
“I am Our Lady of the Rosary. That one always continues to
recite the Rosary every day...2.”
1
2

Saint Louis-Marie GRIGNION DE MONTFORT, The Secret of the Rosary, 29e rose.
Message of Our Lady in Fatima, 13th October 1917.
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Registration to the Confraternity
To register, write an application on plain paper, according to the model
below, and send it to us:
– either by mail, enclosing a stamped envelope with name and address, for
the reply,
– or by e-mail, as an attachment.
I, undersigned (baptismal name and family name), born on the (date of
birth), baptized on the (date of baptism), living at (full address), ask to be
inscribed into the Confraternity of the Rosary register of the brothers
of Our Lady of the Rosary.
Signed in (place) on the (date)
Signature

THE ROSARY CONFRATERNITY
105 route du Rossignol, Le Bourg
24380 SAINT-PAUL-DE-SERRE, FRANCE
☎ +33 (0)9 63 60 89 19 – 📧 lepanto.rosarium@gmx.com
https://dominicains-rosarium.fr

